
A look back at 2020...
This past year has looked different for our High Point 
Village families, but in the midst of the uncertainty we 
have reminded ourselves that God is always faithful. He 
has a plan and a purpose for each one of our Villagers, 
and we are so thankful to be a small part of that. In 2020, 
At Home programs and services were implemented due to 
the pandemic. We are so incredibly proud of our Villagers 
as they have navigated a whole new way of life, continued 
to cultivate meaningful relationships, and thrived in spite 
of a challenging season. 

“At Home participation has kept Brian active and connected 
to fellow Villagers and Instructors. He looks forward to every 
session he participates in and enjoys completing the hands-
on pages in his binder each week. I can’t imagine what his 
day would be like if he was home everyday, and not able to 
get out into the community. It keeps him engaged and gives 
him something to look forward to. Every Sunday he tells us 
“tomorrow is High Point Village!”
- Kim Swacina, Reach High Parent
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While 2020 met us with challenges like never before, our Villagers remained 
positive and faced every day with joy, flexibility, and hope. Along with the rest 
of the world, our programs innovatively transitioned to an online format where 
we prioritized purpose over practice and meaning over methods. Our Program 
Staff worked to remain intentional in order to engage Villagers’ minds, bodies, 
and spirits every day through Reach High and Dream Big at Home. Once the 
Villagers returned in person, we picked up where we left off with Community 
Outreach! Villagers were able to continue serving the Lubbock community  
through Meals on Wheels, Lubbock Impact, and the Lubbock Dream Center. 
Amidst a climate of change in the middle of a pandemic, we were so thankful 
to have welcomed 6 new Villagers into the High Point Family! In celebration of a 
wonderful year, we hosted a socially-distanced Christmas party at the Stars and 
Stripes Drive-In sponsored by Stellar Family of Companies. 

2020 Golf Tournament
We were thrilled to see 108 people participate in our 2020 
socially-distanced Golf Tournament presented by People’s 
Bank. Our 2021 Golf Tournament will be held on June 
11, 2021 at Rawls Course. Our Villagers can’t wait to see 
you! Visit www.highpointvillage.org/golf to learn more! 
Sponsorship opportunities are now available!

2020 Celebration Gala: Life in Color
A global pandemic couldn’t stop us from celebrating our 
Villagers! It was inspiring to showcase the ways they live Life 
in Color at High Point Village. We were blessed to have over 
3,000 people view our Celebration Gala through Facebook 
Live! If you missed it, visit www.highpointvillage.org/gala to 
watch! Our staff would like to thank the special volunteers 
who served with them on the Gala committee: Melynn 
Henry, Collin Cooper, and Natalie Hendrix. 

We were blessed with all of the time we were able to have with our Villagers at 
High Point Village. 2020 was a big year for our Villagers to express their creativity 
in so many ways! We launched a brand new website with our main goal to make 
it much more user friendly for our families while also making it easy for others to 
learn more about High Point Village. With the start of the new website, we added 
a virtual marketplace full of items made with love by our Villagers. This new 
adventure has been filled with joy; seeing our Villagers reach their full potential 
through their God-given talents. Thank you to everyone who has supported our 
Villagers through this special new addition! Be on the lookout for NEW Villager 
made items coming soon at www.highpointvillage.org/marketplace - These items 
make the most heart-felt gifts!

2020 Program Highlights

Music Therapy
This was an equally big year for 

our Music Therapy Department! In 
2020 alone, the program conducted 
over 650 Telehealth sessions and 513 

in person sessions. We also expanded 
the department and welcomed 
a new Music Therapist. This in 
turn allowed us to promote our 

existing Music Therapist to Therapy 
Services Director to lead the growth 

that we are anticipating from our 
Therapy Department. We are so 

excited to see this department 
flourish in the coming years!  

This year didn’t stop us from serving our community!Introducing our Virtual Marketplace!



Hannah grew 
up outside of 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. She 
began working at 
High Point Village in 
August of 2020 and 
graduated from Texas 
Tech University in 

2019 with a degree in Public Relations. 
Hannah loves all things marketing and is 
thrilled to be able to use her passions to 
spread the word about such an incredible 
organization.“I feel so blessed to be a part 
of the High Point family and that I get to 
showcase how wonderful the Villagers are. 
I think I am right where God wants me to 
be!”

Shirin is a board-
certified music therapist 
originally from Russia. 
She graduated from 
Shenandoah University 
in Virginia with a 
Professional Studies 
Program certificate in 
Music Therapy and is 

excited to begin her professional career at 
High Point Village. Shirin enjoys building 
therapeutic relationships while using her 
voice and musicianship to help Villagers 
meet goals and objectives that work 
towards achieving their full potential. “I am 
happy to be able to work with a strong team 
and emphasize the beauty, creativity, and 
strengths of our clients.”

Stephanie 
is originally 
from 
Plainview, 
Texas with a 
background 
in book-
keeping, office 
management 

and Human Resources. She has 3 
beautiful children and is blessed 
with 2 grandsons. “I am blessed 
and thankful to be a part of the 
team!” “So now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the greatest 
of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13

New Board Members
Shirin Al-Ansi
Music Therapist

Marybeth grew up 
in Lubbock, Texas 
and is newly married. 
She graduated from 
Abilene Christian 
University in 
May 2020 with a 
psychology degree. 
She began working 

at High Point Village in June of 2020. 
She is so thrilled to be a part of such 
an amazing and vibrant community. 
“Working at High Point Village is a daily 
adventure. You never know what the day 
holds but I know that there will always be 
some humor, joy, and fun in it.”

Courtney graduated 
from Tech Tech 
University in May 
2020 with a degree 
in Multidisciplinary 
studies. Before coming 
to High Point Village, 
Courtney taught 
at a private school 

in Lubbock where she worked with 
elementary students who had learning 
disabilities. She has always loved building 
relationships with her students. Courtney 
recently started her own online boutique 
called woven worthy. “Let all that you do be 
done through love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14

Caleb Hayslip 
was born 
and raised 
in Lubbock, 
TX. Caleb 
has been a 
volunteer at 
High Point 
Village for 

over five years and in August of 
2020 was hired on as our new 
Dream Big Coordinator. He and 
his loving wife Summer are so 
happy to be a part of the High 
Point Family and see all the great 
things God has planned for this 
organization.

Collin is a native of Fairview, Texas and 
a graduate of Texas A&M University. He 
and his wife, Chloe, are deeply passionate 
about disability advocacy and have served 
the special needs community in different 
capacities throughout the state. Their 
efforts are driven by their sincere hope 
to have a world in which individuals who 
have a disability do not have their existence 

defined by it. Collin is a commercial lender at Lone Star State 
Bank. He is the VP of the Board for Friends of McAlister Park, 
serves on the steering committee for Leadership Lubbock and 
was a recipient of the Lubbock “20 under 40” award in 2019. 
Collin helps teach the Tuesday night cooking class alongside 
his wife at High Point Village. They enjoy exploring local 
restaurants, traveling, good wine, and the outdoors. They 
attend Redeemer Church.

Born and raised in Lubbock, Mitzi 
is a life-long Red Raider and earned 
three degrees from Texas Tech 
University.  Mitzi serves as Interim 
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
at Texas Tech University, Associate 
Academic Dean for Students in 
the College of Human Sciences, 
and is an Associate Professor in 

the Department of Personal Financial Planning. She 
actively conducts research and training in estate 
planning for special needs families, is a Certified 
Financial PlannerTM, and is a member of the Texas 
Bar. Mitzi and her husband, Lee, treasure time with 
their daughter Brylee (age 11) and son Brody (age 9), 
whether it be traveling as a family or cheering them on 
in their extracurricular activities.

Hannah Phillips
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Caleb Hayslip
Dream Big Coordinator

Courtney Gordon
Program Coordinator

Marybeth Spinuzzi
Spiritual Life Coordinator

Stephanie Martinez
Administrative Assistant

Staff Members Board Members

Collin Cooper
Board Member

Mitzi Lauderdale
Board Member

We were so grateful for all of the volunteers who 
remained faithful supporters and advocates 
of High Point Village in 2020. We may have 
navigated many changes in the last year, but 
thankfully the way our incredible volunteers 
show up for our Villagers was not one of them. 
This past year we were able to welcome over 200 
volunteers online, in the community, and in person. 
It is because of the selflessness and generosity of 
our volunteers that High Point continues to be a 
purposeful organization. 

2020 Volunteers

Doug Spearman, Executive Director
Jaimie Havens, Program Director
Coby Wells, Development Director
Diana Henderson, Financial Director
Grace Gomez, Therapy Services Director
Lori Savedra, Office Manager
Anna Lewis, Development Coordinator
Katie Crump, Volunteer Coordinator
Allison Martin, Reach High Coordinator 
Kailey Zieschang, Reach High Coordinator
Taylor Davis, Art Instructor

Melynn Henry, Board President
Kerry Miller, Vice President
Dr. Bob Freeman, Treasurer
Debra Salley, Secretary
Jim Bertram
Brad Pettiet
Dr. Jennifer Rojas-McWhinney
Sam Scheef
Joel Tankersley, Emeritus

New Staff Members



to Marisa Allison-Scheef at Blue Star Endowment for being our Title Sponsor for our 2020 Virtual 
Celebration Gala: Life in Color! This event could not have happened without your support!

Blue Star is an endowment of the Community Foundation of West Texas.  The Community Foundation 
exists to improve quality of life for people of the South Plains through philanthropy, making it easy for 
folks to set up endowed funds that each function much like a private foundation - without all the work! 

Blue Star was founded in 2011 by Marisa, in honor of Alex Scheef, who has severe autism.  His mother, 
brothers, and sister-in-law serve as advisors to the endowment.  Marisa, Chris, Kristin and Spencer find 

great joy in granting funds for needs in the South Plains region, and to date have granted $824,123!

Alex, who is the son of Sam Scheef and Marisa Allison-Scheef, is a High Point Villager in their Dream 
Big day program and loves being at High Point Village.

Thank you to the following families for their ongoing support
of our Celebration Gala.

THANK YOU

is commited to supporting individuals with
intellectual disabilities in West Texas.  

Brad and Karon Pettiet
Davis Park Development
Ear Nose & Throat Associates of 
Lubbock
Lone Star State Bank
Lou Dees Floral
Managed Care
The Joel Philips Family

Proud Supporter of High Point Village!

We would also like to 
recognize our other 
sponsors who made our 2020 
Celebration Gala possible!

VILLAGE PARTNERS

BRONZE SPONSORS

AB Real Estate
Act Now/Southcrest Baptist Church
Alan Henry Insurance
All-State Fence & Supply
Barry & Kathy Orr
Bobby & Sabrina Smith
Bruce & Sharon Walker
Burkhart Center for Autism Education 
& Research
Chick-fil-A 82nd & Milwaukee and 69th 
& Slide
Center for Global Understanding
David & Diana Lewallen
Davis Hutton Investments, LLC
Dr. Lori Rice-Spearman & Mr. Doug 
Spearman
Dr. Kyler Barkley of Covenant 
Cardiology Associates
First Financial Bank & First Financial 
Trust
Happy State Bank
Joe & Christy Hurst
Lubbock Aero
Lubbock Professional Firefighters 
Association
Merrell & Nichols Dentistry
Miller Family Services, Inc.
Pennington, Bass & Associates
Peoples Bank
South Plains Electric Cooperative
Texas Tech Credit Union
Tom & Annette Debinski
United Cotton Growers
United Supermarkets

2020 Celebration Gala Sponsors:



Text VILLAGERS to (202) 858-1233 or visit 
www.highpointvillage.org/donate-now

@highpointvillage 

Check out other ways to give through our Amazon 
Wishlist and Target Circle under the GIVE button at

www.highpointvillage.org

Send donation envelope/check back to:
High Point Village
6223 CR 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416

With your phone camera, scan the QR code 
below that will take you directly to our 
online donation form.

6223 County Road 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416

Join our mailing list to keep up 
with High Point Happenings!

Visit www.highpointvillage.org and scroll down to the 
form below

Follow us on 
social media

Ways to give:

Thank you for 
supporting our 

Villagers!

>>>


