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We were talking with Tim a few days ago and
asked how he felt about High Point, and was he
happy there? He told us, “I’m happier now, than I
have ever been.” We can truly see that this is true. He can
just be himself. Maybe for the first time ever. He smiles a
lot and has no pressure. He is much more outgoing and
relaxed and feels much better about himself. He loves all
of his precious friends and the staff. He is doing many
things he believed he could never do. Thanks to the great
High Point staff. It seems we have found a place that is a
great fit for Tim. We don’t believe there is another place
anywhere that could fill our needs as well, or we would
like as well. We think High Point Village is extremely well
run and is of the very highest quality facility of its kind. We
feel very blessed to have the opportunity for Tim to be a
part of High Point Village. We love High Point Village!”
- The Van Winkle Family
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2021 Recognizing AbiliTEES Golf Classic
Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed
to the 4th Annual Recognizing AbiliTEES Golf
Classic, presented by People’s Bank. We were so
blessed to have more than 150 golfers compete in this
year’s tournament! Because of your generous support,
we were able to raise over $40,000 for individuals with
special needs here at High Point Village. We hope
to see you next year for the 5th Annual High Point
Village Recognizing AbiliTEES Golf Classic.

2021 Celebration Gala: A Seat At The Table
High Point Village presents our annual Celebration
Gala – A Seat at the Table – on Thursday, November
18, 2021 at the Overton Hotel. This year’s event will
be co-chaired by Renee and Calvin Davis. The gala is
an opportunity to lock arms with High Point Village
for a night of joy, laughter, great food, entertainment,
and celebration. Your participation in this event will
help ensure that individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in the Lubbock area are given
every opportunity to grow, thrive, and contribute meaningfully to their community. Just this year, our Villagers
have given over 4,640 hours of service to the Lubbock community through Meals on Wheels, the Lubbock
Dream Center, Lubbock Impact, The Salvation Army and more. Your partnership in our mission opens the
door for High Point Village to impact more lives and change the way the world views people with disabilities.
High Point Village programs empower Villagers to reach their full potential through engaging and motivating
activities. Because of High Point Village, our Villagers have a place to belong. High Point exists for this reason
- to make sure that our Villagers have a seat at the table, to shout their worth, to amplify their voices, and to
celebrate their differences. We are inviting you to join us in doing the same.
If you are interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities and/or general ticket
pricing, please visit www.highpointvillage.org, reach out to Deborah Finlayson at
dfinlayson@highpointvillage.org or 806.698.0015, or scan the QR code to the right.

In April, we had the opportunity to have a booth
at the Wolfforth Farmer’s Market. Our Villagers
created several different enterprise items including
spring/summer abstract paintings, essential oil
scented candles, detergent-free shea butter soaps,
and concrete planters. Although we have launched
these products at our gala and online marketplace,
the Farmers Market allowed us to reach a broader
audience within the Lubbock community. The
Villagers were able to meet new people, share
about how incredible High Point is, and showcase
all their amazing handcrafted products. We are
so thankful that we were able to participate in the
market and hope to continue our partnership with
the Wolfforth Farmers market!
I like making concrete because it shows
people we can be creative, and I hope it
puts a smile on their face.”
- Anthony, Reach High Villager

A Note From Our Program Director...
“After spending a year on Zoom calls, behind masks, and 6 feet apart, this summer has felt a whole lot like
coming home. The music from fitness class vibrates the walls in my office again, and I am met with hugs and
smiles every morning. The uncertainty of the last year made one thing abundantly clear: we need each other. At
High Point Village we often discuss the importance of community - both on a personal level and a local level.
While we found creative ways to engage with the community over the last year, the importance of face-to-face
connection is no longer lost on us. Our commitment to offer individuals with intellectual disabilities a place
to belong holds true, but more than that, it has been affirmed. Our Villagers long to learn, deserve to thrive,
and need space to grow. Our enrollment is the highest it has ever been in each one of our programs. We feel a
tremendous amount of gratitude to be able to eat Hot Pockets across from each other again, to hold hands as we
circle-up for a dance party, to laugh at knock knock jokes as we learn conversation skills, to serve the Lubbock
community alongside each other again, and mostly to do life together in a place that feels like home.”
- Jaimie Havens, Program Director

Donor Testimonial...
“A ray of hope was born in High Point Village, as Caregivers and Family members were asking ‘what
will happen to my special needs family member when I am gone?’ Being involved since the early days
when there was only a 501(c)3 and a charter, I have witnessed that four magic words have changed lives.
Live, Learn, Work and Worship, with creative ideas, has changed the path for many, in order to enhance
many special needs friends, to work toward achieving their full potential. Seeing the joy expressed by
the Villagers as they arrive daily for learning, social activities, and skills, bringing heart-warming love to
those who volunteer their services, financial donors, staff, board of directors, and so many more. All are
on the receiving end of those honest expressions of compassion. Sallye and I have received immeasurable
blessings from the Villagers, Caregivers, Staff, Board members and a community that share financially or
personal volunteer service support to High Point Village.”

- Joel & Sallye Tankersley

4,640+

Volunteer hours the Villagers have
been able to donate to the community
since the beginning of 2021

Villager Impact...

Thanks to your generosity toward High Point
Village, the Villagers are able to go on multiple
community outings every week. Some of the
recurring outings include Cinemark movies, the
Science Spectrum, swimming, bowling, water
aerobics, LHUCA, and so much more. Additionally,
the Villagers are able to give back to the
community by volunteering at Meals on Wheels,
The Salvation Army, the Dream Center, and more.
“I love volunteering. It makes me feel like I am
contributing.” - Kalin, Reach High Villager

This summer we have been so blessed to launch
our new therapy department, Cultivate Therapies.
Along with providing Music Therapy services, we
have expanded to offer Speech Therapy at High Point
Village, through the Texas Tech Health Sciences
Center. Through this new service, we hope to
continue to celebrate individuals with intellectual
disabilities as we come alongside them to cultivate
growth together. We look forward to serving you by
continuing to expand the services we offer within
Cultivate Therapies at High Point Village. For more
information, please reach out to Grace Gomez at
ggomez@highpointvillage.org, call us at 806.698.0015,
or visit highpointvillage.org/cultivatetherapies.

A Note From Our Therapy Director...
“Lisa Goore and the students from the Health
Sciences Center have been such a wonderful
addition to Cultivate Therapies at High
Point Village! They have served the Villagers
through their scheduled sessions, but have
also been present during lunches, breaks, and
are engaged with many of the Reach High
Villagers throughout their time here. We have
been able to serve six Villagers within SpeechLanguage Pathology therapy services this
summer and are excited for continued growth
in serving our Villagers!”
- Grace Gomez, Therapy Services Director

Thank You to our Volunteers!

“Recently, my daughters and I have been blessed with
the opportunity to volunteer at a couple of events
at High Point Village. We decided to get involved
because we are passionate about their mission. We
helped Taylor with the daily art projects at Camp
Abilities, and were so impressed with how well the
camp was organized, and the thought and planning
that went into each day of the camp. For example,
scheduling Curbside Sweets and a balloon animal
artist, that obviously takes advanced planning to
make happen. Even scheduling the volunteers to
have a place to go, and a role that is meaningful, takes
planning, and that was well organized, too. I felt like
we were truly helping. But what impressed me and
blessed my heart the most was witnessing the staff
members’ love for the campers and Villagers. What
High Point Village does is truly an amazing thing,
and the staff’s hearts are united in their love for the
Villagers and the mission to which they feel called.
At the end of the same week, we volunteered at the
golf tournament, which was, again, spectacularly
organized. We served on a shift with one of the
Villagers we had just seen at camp all week. We had
the best time bonding with him - so much so that
we’ve been saying how much we miss seeing him.
We will continue to volunteer at High Point Village as
long as they let us! We are blessed to be able to join
in the amazing work there!”

- Susan Swinburn

200+

Volunteers who have served at
High Point Village since the
beginning of 2021

900+

Volunteer hours donated to
High Point Village by individual
volunteers and volunteer groups
since the beginning of 2021

Welcome to the High Point Family!
Brandon

Edel

“I have fun at High Point Village.
My favorite thing is learning to be
kind.”

“Edeltraut’s genuine smile brings light
and joy into the Dream Big Program!
We are so thankful she is a part of the
High Point family.”
- Caleb Hayslip, Dream Big Coordinator

Chris

Jackie

“I like Mondays because we get to
do Meals on Wheels, and I have
fun in Josiah’s class. Allison is my
favorite teacher.”

“My favorite part about High Point
Village is spending time with friends
and making new friends.”

Reach High Villager

Dream Big Villager

Reach High Villager

Deborah Finlayson

Development Director
Deborah has lived in Lubbock her
entire adult life after attending
Texas Tech University. As a
professional fund raiser for 30
years, Deborah says the most
important thing she has learned
is true fundraising success
centers around the happiness and
fulfillment a donor receives from
knowing they have helped a cause they truly believe
in. It is our mission to sustain and build upon the
excellent programming provided for our Villagers
so you can continue to see the difference it makes in
the lives of these amazing individuals. Prior to High
Point, Deborah managed the annual giving program
at Texas Tech, and managed fundraising and events
for the YWCA and the American Red Cross. Deborah
and her husband, Craig, have two adult children, both
living in Denver, Colorado. Their empty nest includes
two dogs and two cats. She spends her volunteer time
singing for First United Methodist Church choir,
serving as an advisor for the Delta Gamma Sorority
and serving as an active sustaining member of the
Jr. League of Lubbock. “I am very honored to join this
amazing family at High Point.”

Reach High Villager

DeNae Cortez

Administrative Support Specialist
DeNae is a Lubbock native but
moved to DFW to attend the
University of North Texas. In 2015,
she returned home and helped
create the nonprofit organization
Lubbock-Con. She is very involved in
the geek, comic and art communities
in West Texas. When she isn’t
spending time with her children
she enjoys dressing up in cosplay and planning/hosting
events all over the city. “I feel so blessed to join this
community and cannot wait to grow with the Villagers.”

Josiah Knowles

Fitness & Enrichment Coordinator
Josiah grew up in Saginaw, Texas,
just outside of Fort Worth. He began
working at High Point Village in May
of 2021 and graduated from Lubbock
Christian University in 2019 with
a degree in Ministry. Josiah loves
fitness and is excited to be able to
use his passion to contribute to such
an incredible organization. “I am so
thankful to be involved in such a joyful community.”

6223 County Road 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416

Ways to give:
Call us at 806.698.0015 and we would be
happy to help you over the phone
Send enclosed donation envelope back to:
High Point Village
6223 CR 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416
With your phone camera, scan the QR code
below that will take you directly to our
online giving page

Thank you for supporting
High Point Village and making
a difference in the lives of
individuals with special needs.

Follow us!
@highpointvillage

