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What’s Inside
As I complete my sixth month as the Executive Director, I have some 
exciting things to report. During the first week of  August, the City of  
Lubbock began the construction to extend a water main onto our campus 
which is the first step to connect the Enrichment Building to city water. Our 
engineering consultant will finish construction drawings for our connections 
by mid-August which will allow us to hire a contractor to install our lines. 
We hope to be connected to city water by the end of  the year. We have just 
completed our space planning for the buildout of  4,000 square feet of  empty 
shell space in the Enrichment Building. The Board will be evaluating two 
different options for the buildout, both of  which include a much larger space 
for the Dream Big Program, another lab for our Day Programs, additional 
administrative space, and a contiguous space for Cultivate Therapies. 
Once the Board decides on the option that best meets our future needs, we 
anticipate beginning construction in early 2023 with completion during the 
summer or early fall. A “Residential Action Committee” has been formed 
and has been evaluating proposed changes to our master plan. This will 
allow us to determine the ideal location and preferred arrangement of  
our first residential cottage(s). Our goal is to arrange the cottages so that 
they form a village with a central courtyard. We want to create an inviting 

space that is protected from the West Texas winds and which 
encourages residents to spend time outside of  their rooms 
interacting with each other. I will keep you posted on our 
progress, but please know that building residential cottages is 
our top priority! As you read through this newsletter, you will 
see that God is blessing High Point Village in so many ways. 
We are eternally grateful to our donors who are making these 
improvements possible!

Summer 2022
NEWSLETTER

- Kerry Miller, Executive Director



WELCOME TO THE HIGH POINT FAMILY!

"I have been in and out of  places for the last 12 years and I just never belonged or 
fit in. High Point is the best thing that has ever happened to me. I have never made 
friends so quickly as I have here. High Point has given me the confidence and ability 
to do what God wanted me to do all along. I just wish I had known about it when I 
was younger! I am a social butterfly and love to get out. Here at High Point, the staff 
from Kerry on down make everyone feel so welcome and comfortable."  

Neil
Reach High Villager

Misty
Reach High Villager

Nicholas
Reach High Villager

Kersten
Dream Big Villager

Shelley
Reach High Villager

Joel
Reach High Villager

“Each day I am here, I meet new people! I love the outings, especially 
bowling at South Plains Lanes and Meals on Wheels.” 

Having Nicholas at High Point has been such a joy. After spending his first few 
weeks quietly observing, he knocked our socks off during our annual talent show 

singing “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” with all the enthusiasm in the world. 

“It makes me happy seeing my friends and going to class!” Shelley’s joyful presence 
and constant encouragement have been the sweetest addition to High Point Village. 

“I love my friends at High Point Village!” Joel has been involved in various programs 
at High Point Village since he was just 8 years old. On his 18th birthday, we had a 
birthday bash and a celebration of  Joel’s first day in Reach High! Joel is thrilled to be 
part of  the High Point community as a full time Reach High Villager! We love getting 
to see him here every day.

We have loved having Kersten join the Dream Big family! She has been a 
shining light in the classroom and has already made so many friends!



Purpose Initiative (PI) is a new program joining our Reach 
High and Dream Big day programs. Purpose Initiative 
will begin September 6th with 2 Labs, 2 coordinators 
(Allison Martin and Paula Sonnenberg), and 14 initial 
Villagers. The PI program is designed for Villagers who 
need and desire a more challenging environment. The two-
fold program will facilitate advanced pre-vocational training 
as well as advanced participation in High Point general 
operations, ministry, and community connections through 
ambassador opportunities, apprenticeships and mission 
crews. The PI Team has developed a framework to select 
participants and to implement and evaluate the PI program 
to meet our goal of  finding every Villager’s purpose.

In faith, the Purpose Initiative Team will explore, evolve, 
and expand this program to meet the needs of  the 
Villagers. It is our goal that after this new program has 
been tested, and after the shell buildout is completed, we 
can serve more Villagers in new and innovative ways. With 
additional staff and space, we will meet more Villagers 
where they are as we seek to discover the purpose 
that lives inside us all.

“The path towards identifying a Villager’s purpose may or 
may not be simple. It could take the scenic route to get us 
there! Sometimes the route may be a bit bumpy. But not 
moving is not an option for us as we come alongside the 
Villagers to help them thrive, spending the time, clocking 
the miles, asking the questions, trying and trying again 
until we find that golden thread that leads straight to the 
Villager’s heart.”

It is the vision of High Point Purpose 
Initiative to discover, draw out, and 
fulfill God-given purpose in the lives 
of Villagers through active exploration 
of their interests and abilities in a 
collaborative, supported environment.

If you have questions about the program 
& the admission process for this program, 
please contact Paula, Allison, or Jaimie.

“The purposes of  a person’s heart are deep 
waters, but one who has insight draws them out.” 
Proverbs 20:5

INTRODUCING PURPOSE INITIATIVE

Chris, a Villager here at High Point Village, 
wrote a poem to express his thoughts and 
feelings about being given the opportunity to 
participate in the Purpose Initiatve Program…
“Today is going well,
Life aura has a nice smell,
Birth is in the air,
People here really care,
They noticed I had been bored,
So they offered me an open door,
To a brand-new program.
High Point has given me purpose.”

“Paula and I are so excited to be part of  this new program! We are ready to establish a 
foundation where the Villagers feel confident to be who they want to be and explore their 
God-given purpose. We cannot wait to see this program flourish into a place where Villagers 
can strive to reach for the stars!” - Allison Martin, Purpose Initiative Coordinator

- Paula Sonnenberg,
Purpose Initiative Coordinator



This summer’s Respite Nights were a huge success! This year’s program specifically identified the need for respite 
events for families in our community, some of  whom had never been involved with High Point Village. Our goal 
was to give care-givers a true break outside of  the work day. Respite Nights were held for three hours on four 
Friday evenings this summer, so families could do whatever they pleased while their Villager was well cared-for. We 
welcomed superheroes, princesses, musicians and island-goers ages 8 and up for these fun-filled themed nights. A 
huge THANK YOU to our program staff who worked extra hours, and to our wonderful volunteers who came out 
in droves to make sure our Villagers were safe and happy! We look forward to making respite care a more regular 
offering at High Point Village.

RESPITE NIGHTS THIS SUMMER

Our raised planter garden did not exist in March of  this year. But with the help 
of  our amazing volunteers, the garden was constructed in April and our Villagers 
have been planting, watering, weeding, and harvesting vegetables since. As of  June 
we have begun offering a grab bag of  vegetables to Villager parents for a suggested 
donation of  $5 a bag. The bags include an assortment of  tomatoes, okra, zucchini, 
squash, bell peppers, hot peppers, potatoes, carrots and corn. Pumpkins are 
hopefully going to be harvested in the fall!

NEW COMMUNITY GARDEN

Kimley-Horn TTU Delta Gamma UMC Facilities Management Hillside Christian Church

“Gardening is great for us for so many reasons. 
Along with the pride gained from growing your own 
vegetables, flowers, and herbs, it is also an incredible 
stress reducer. Working outside is a great chance to 
learn new skills and share responsibilities with friends! 
The fresh air and vitamin D from the sun benefits 
everyone! We remember and honor friends that have 
passed while creating beautiful spaces and learning 
about wildlife. I could go on and on...but the best 
thing about gardening is that it’s just a lot of  fun!”

- Taylor Davis, Garden & Arts Teacher
Thank you Tom’s Tree Place for helping us plant this 

beautiful tree in memory of our friend, Alex Briesh

“Our son Saul is 9 years old. He has 
attended Respite Nights for 3 evenings 
this summer. It has been such a 
blessing for Saul and our family for 
him to have this opportunity. He looks 
forward to going to Respite Nights and 
is always in the best mood when we 
pick him up.” - Kim Sipowicz



‘COME ONE, COME ALL’ SUMMER OF FUN!

Special THANK YOU to the Community 
Foundation of West Texas for making this summer 
possible for our Villagers! And to our amazing 
Volunteers... we couldn’t have done it without you!!!

Every year, we load up the buses and head to Plains 
Baptist Assembly in Floydada, TX for our overnight 
camp. Villagers bravely faced the blob, the zip-line, and 
the adventure course. A favorite memory was from our 
annual camp talent show after worship on Saturday 
night. This year, our Executive Director, Kerry told 
funny stories and made everyone roll with laughter. 

Our Villagers are full of  
creativity! Art projects this 
week utilized various mediums, 
consisted of  detail paintings, 
and was a beautiful exploration 
of  art in all its forms. 

We started the summer 
off with a BANG! 
Camp Abilities was 
full of  laughter, joy, 
and new experiences. 
Villagers participated in 
carnival games, ate lots 
of  popcorn, and built 
meaningful relationships 
with many new friends! 
This year, we got 
a special visit from 
Walter’s World of  Pets 
and Juggler for Jesus! 

Bon Appetit! Villagers cooked everything from 
breakfast foods to delicious pasta. On the last day 
of  camp, we even took a field trip to a brick oven in 
the Spores backyard and made personal pizzas to 
end the week. 

“2022 Summer Camps was an incredible 
experience! I watched Villagers form new 
friendships, overcome fears, and learn new skills. 
I feel so blessed to have led this summer series.”  

- Josiah Knowles

Camp Gourmet

Camp Create

Camp Abilities Camp High Point



We continue to partner with the Speech 
Language Pathology department at 
TTUHSC in order to provide individual 
Speech and Language Therapy to Villagers 
of  all ages. All services are open to Villagers 
on a semester basis. Fall sign- ups are now 
available!

We want to offer a huge congratulations to Caitlyn Mixon, our previous Music 
Therapy Intern. She completed her full-time 6 month internship, completed 
over 1000 hrs, led a full-time caseload by the end of her time here, led music 
for Camp Abilities, passed her Board Certification exam, and so much more. 
Caitlyn accepted a job offer in Grapevine, TX, where she will grow a caseload 
of Music Therapy clients within a reputable Music Therapy company. We wish 
her all the best as she begins her career and are so grateful to be a part of her 
journey!

Students within the Occupational Therapy department 
from Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 
partnered with us throughout the summer in providing 
enriching activities for all Reach High and Dream Big Day 
Program Villagers. They discussed their senses, planned 
and executed a lemonade stand at Market Street, practiced 
social skills, planned potential outings, and celebrated the 
end of  the semester with a party. We appreciate the students 
and faculty dedicating their time on a weekly basis to come 
and serve the Villagers.

WHAT’S NEW IN CULTIVATE THERAPIES
Occupational Therapy Students

Speech Therapy

Music Therapy

36 5 10
VILLAGERS IN 
WEEKLY MUSIC 

THERAPY SESSIONS

VILLAGERS IN WEEKLY 
communication 

enhancement groups

VILLAGERS IN 
summer coping 
skills group



The 5th annual Recognizing AbiliTEES Golf  Tournament, presented by our 
title sponsor Caprock Cardiovascular Center & Cath Lab, was a huge success 
and we owe it all to our sponsors and golfers! We are so blessed with amazing 
supporters who are genuinely passionate about advocating for individuals with 
special needs. H-E-B, Mighty Wash, First United Bank, Bryant AC & Electric, 
Lubbock National Bank, Lubbock Professional Firefighters Association 
and so many more. Special thanks to our Golf  Committee Members, Collin Ray 
Cooper, Cody Plank, Warren Britt, Shannon Anderson, Jeff Griffin, Matt 
White, Larry Massengill, Caleb Hayslip and our ever supportive High 
Point Village staff members. We also want to give a shout out to the staff at the 
Rawls Golf Course for their help and support. 

AM Winners
1st Place: Mighty Wash
2nd Place: United Cotton Growers
3rd Place: Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center

2022 Recognizing AbiliTEES Golf Tournament

The inaugural Ladies AbiliTEA, held May 1st at the beautiful Eberley Brooks Events was breath taking. 
It was so special to see our Villagers on the runway. They radiated confidence and looked so beautiful! 
Our Villagers are each so deserving of  the love they received that day. The standing ovation brought tears 
to our eyes as we truly could see the Villagers’ amazing abilities! Thank you to Eberley Brooks Events, 
United Supermarkets, Howdy Homeade Ice Cream and the Savedra Family for helping make this 
dream event a reality. Special thanks to our Tea Committee Members, Lynn Miller, Cindy Szenttornyay, 
Adrienne Williams, Emily Lidiak, Misty Brashier, and our High Point Village staff members. 
Gracie Lautaret commented, “What a beautiful event with so many beautiful models, great event!!” Barbara 
Gilley said, “So much joy that day!” and she was right on target. You could feel the love and admiration in 
the air. A special thanks to Dillards and 
Brenda Becknell for creating such a special 
day for the Villagers. Many could be heard 
saying how much they were looking forward 
to next year!! Mark your calendar now
for our next Ladies AbiliTEA on May 
7th, 2023!

2022 Ladies AbiliTEA

HIGH POINT VILLAGE FUNDRAISER RECAPS

2022 WINNERS

PM Winners
1st Place: Sundown State Bank
2nd Place: Ernie Garcia, Hayden Cabello, 
Kallaway Soto, & Kam Moneymaker
3rd Place: CanTex Roofing & Construction



6223 County Road 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416

Ways to support

High Point Village

@highpointvillage

Follow us!Volunteer! Contact our Volunteer & 
Enrichment Coordinator, Courtney Morgan, 
at cmorgan@highpointvillage.org

Send the enclosed donation 
envelope with your gift back to:
High Point Village
6223 CR 6300
Lubbock, TX 79416

Scan the QR code 
to donate online

Become a monthly donor by visiting
www.highpointvillage.org/monthly-donation

SAVE

THE 

DATE

Our ‘Heaven on Earth’ Celebration Gala will be 
on Thursday, November 3, 2022 at the Lubbock 
Memorial Civic Center. Please plan to join us! 
Visit www.highpointvillage.org/gala to 
purchase a sponsorship or individual tickets.


